AFRICAN ALLIANCE FOR ACCESS TO DATA MINUTES (26 April 2024)
1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO THE NEW PARTICIPANTS 
· Kurhula Mbetse is standing in as the minute taker for Ompha Tshamano.
· Gabriella Razzano (OpenUp) is welcomed to the African Alliance for Access to Data.
· Chris Roper (Code for Africa) joined the meeting.
2.  REVIEW OF LAST MEETING’S MINUTES AND OVERVIEW OF TODAY’S AGENDA
- Addition to the agenda: Rosemary Okello Orlale would like to add the possibility of creating a task force to research the status of data literacy in the 21st century.
3.  DATA LITERACY TASK GROUP
- Suggestion to include media and information literacy.
- Perhaps it is possible to connect with UNESCO on this.
- The RIA After Access survey has some indicators of the state of literacy in the region. Suggestion to reach out to them, and proposal to see if someone will speak to the Alliance at the next meeting.
Action Items
- Rosemary is committed to do some preliminary work towards creating a task group.
3.1 FURTHER POINT:
- Alette Schoon has a colleague who would be interested in discussing data regulation with the Alliance, and how it intersects with access.
4. THE ALLIANCE AND ITS LIASON WITH THE ACHPR
- Edet Ojo, Gilbert Sendugwa, and CHR had been asked at an earlier meeting to initiate the process to draft a document engaging with the ACHPR.
- The Special Rapporteur has indicated interest in engaging with access to data through a webinar or side event linked to an upcoming ACHPR session.
Action Items
- Guy Berger will ask Edet for an update on this process, to present at next meeting. 

5. INTEREST IN THE ALLIANCE
- Article 19 East Africa is interested in the Alliance.
- CHR said Melody Musoni has indicated interest, but has not followed up with formal confirmation.
- CHR is still following up with Digital Rights Hub.
- No update yet on Liz Orembo outreach to Stephanie Muchai, Kictanet, CIPIT and CIPESA
Action items:
Follow up by people concerned. 
6. MEDIA AND DATA SUB-GROUP
- The idea was to create a task group about how access to data pertains to media, comprised by The Africa Editors Forum (Churchill Otieno), Paradigm (Miriam Beatrice Wanjiru), Dataphyte (Joshua Olufemi) and others including Zoe Titus and Edet Ojo. No update as yet.
- Chris talked about Code For Africa’s data liberation project, as there may be a space for their involvement in the media group.
- Code For Africa is involved in developing and maintaining a repository of all kinds of data, including collaborative data collection, constructing new data for use, and repurposing existing data to build tools. 
- Chris suggested defining “useful data”. He posited whether it is data that powers the content creation side of media, or the business intelligence data that media needs to access.
- Chris also raised some other questions to consider: problems with access to data and the media, opportunities, and how media can contribute to the data ecosystem to take advantage of AI (particularly in regards to building corpuses for low-resource languages).
- Chris is happy to help with this but would need a better understanding of what’s doable and when, and what the priorities are for the working group.
- Guy noted that AI plays a topical role in the conversation about data and the media.
- Guy recalled that the African Media Convention is happening in Accra in May, and suggested convening a side event about media and access to data.
- Rosemary noted that media is key for the development/implementation of quality data use, and thus is key in the data revolution. Also, the media industry is reorganising its policies/implementation strategies. She suggested that the group can support media in this, helping it to look at data regulation issues for the industry.
Action Items
- Guy will reach out to Churchill and ask for an update from this working group for the next meeting.
7. ACCESS TO DATA HELD BY MEDIA
- Alette flagged that corporations may be shut out of access to newspaper data, but it is important that academics are still able to access this.
- She advised that researcher Dani Madrid-Morales has collaborated with others to develop a scraping mechanism that scrapes the data from African newspapers daily that may be useful to others.
- Alette is working with colleagues from Eswatini on a project about how newspaper reporting of climate change happens in Africa.
- Code For Africa stewards CivicSignal Media Cloud, which takes RSS feeds from about 5500 African news sources daily (has about 40 million stories in the database). This is a useful platform to analyse narratives and other information. Alette would like to reach out to Chris about training journalism students in these skills.

Action Items:
This issue broadly fits in with the work of the media and data sub-group. 
8. ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND DATA.
Update awaited of discussions by Hlengiwe Dube with UNESCO on this topic.
Action Items:
Guy to check with Hlengiwe for next meeting.
9. DATA and ELECTIONS TOOL
- This tool was originally suggested by Advocate Pansy Tlakula.
- It covers why EMBs, political parties, and civil society could be interested in data issues. However, it is still yet to be decided how to action the document.
- It was suggested that Jerry Sam of Penplusbytes might use the document for a capacity-building meeting for Ghana’s EMB, political parties, and relevant NGOs, as it may be relevant for the Ghanaian elections. Jerry thinks it is possible to have a half-day conference/workshop with relevant stakeholders. This will also be a good way to test the tool’s utility.
- Marystella Simiyu informed the group that the CHR is planning an engagement bringing together EMBs and election observer missions from West and Southern Africa, to be held at the end of July. This could be a good opportunity to use this tool.
Action Items
- Marystella and Jerry will review the resource and see how they can use it in their events. They will report back at the next meeting about the feasibility of this.
10. ACADEMIC RESEARCH
- Alette was part of two events in which she spoke about data and academia.
- Event 1: Journalism Summit. Participants discussed the Makhanda Declaration, which articulates the importance of access to data for academics and journalists. 
- Event 2: Digital Humanities event in Limpopo. The discussion revealed limited awareness of issues around access to data and the way that the academic community is increasingly losing access. There is not much interest by that community in mobilising for access to data. However, the University of Northwest has a language/linguistics unit that is interested in access to data. There is an awareness that data from newspapers are being scraped by AI companies.
- If someone is going to Accra, perhaps they can raise the issue that African researchers need to be aware of data tools.
- Alette is on the South African Communications Association, which is hosting a conference from the 9th – 12th and September and may be a good place to promote data access issues. A webinar with the organisation may also be a good idea
- There was a suggestion to approach European researchers to be the “conduits” for Africans trying to access African data, and highlight the ridiculousness of having to resort to such means.
- Guy sees the digital humanities community as being a good potential space to tap into to raise awareness about access to data, noting that building the academic constituency in the Alliance is important.
- Kurhula is a digital humanities student in Canada, and offered to link Alette to her faculty if she’s looking at internationalizing the movement/DH network. Her network in Canada would certainly be interested in connecting with the community here.
11. FUNDRAISING/MOBILISING RESOURCES
- The Alliance lacks resources – There is no funding at the time of the meeting. But there is a need to develop a source of income to build visibility and possibly get an organiser.
- Guy has contacts to follow up with about funding for a website, organiser and activities. He requested volunteers to work with him on this to get on another level of operation.
- Izak suggests Gabriella and OpenUp. She is open to discussing it further.
- Alette mentioned the possibility of applying for the employment stimulus program. This may or may not be a funding avenue.
- Guy has met people from the Gates Foundation, and NED. He will try and pitch them.
- GitHub may be a good association to get code to build the Alliance’s website for free.
Action Items
· Guy will report back about progress for this goal at the next meeting.
12. VISIBILITY/UPCOMING EVENTS
- South African Communication Association event in September (previously mentioned by Alette)
- African Media Convention on 15-17 May.
- CHR event at the end of July (previously mentioned by Marystella).
- South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) is launching a position statement by the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institute on election and human rights the week following this meeting. Jean le Roux is attending and would be happy to pitch the Alliance and see if he can bring in partners.
- Commissioner Ndungu mentioned the General Assembly for African Information Commissioners on the 23 and 24 May, where a conversation will be had about this Alliance. It will be led by their chair Advocate Pansy Tlakula, and there will be a discussion about how they can join the group.
- There is encouragement for Alliance members to attend. Guy will reach out to Adv Tlakula to see if Gilbert, Marystella and Izak can attend and discuss the Alliance.

- Chris mentioned Research ICT Africa’s event about building a just AI system in Africa (data justice and data governance). Guy will ask if the Alliance can be included in the program.
- The IFF will probably be on 27 September in Senegal.
- The International Academic Integrity and Security Summit is being held from 9-10 May on the theme of digital opportunities and threats to academia. Marystella will speak more about the Alliance during her presentation,
13. UPDATES/DEVELOPMENTS IN DATA
- U.S.-EU Trade and Technology Council (TTC)  have issued a report on access to data.
-  CrowdTangle is closing, being replaced with the Meta Content Library API. This will only be available to non-profit entities (thereby excluding many journalists who have had good use of CrowdTangle previously). Unclear what data will be offered. Underscoring that things are getting tighter in terms of access to data. Izak shared this link.
14. MEETING CONCLUDED. 
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