Minutes:  African Alliance Access to Data, 14 August 2024

Attendees: Guy Berger, Hlengiwe Dube, Ompha Tshamano, Emihle Majikija, Edet Ojo, Izak Minnaar,  Tshiamo Motshegwa, Dr Patrick Cole, Nomvelo Mkhize, Murray Hunter, Richard Ngamita, Francis P. Crawley, Viola Ochola, Stephen Moore, Lydia Gachungi, Rania Elsayed, Taryn de Vega, Bulanda Nkhowani, African Internet Rights Alliance, Gabriella Razzano, Gilbert Sendugwa, Lucy Ndungu, Maxwell Kadiri, Zoe Titus, Peace Oliver Amuge, MaryStella Simuye

1.      Welcome and new participant introductions
Guy recapped a recent workshop by Meta for Africans interested in the company’s API and content library. He welcomed new members present in the meeting. Presenting themselves on this agenda item were: Dr Tshiamo Motshegwa (African Open Science Platform);  Dr Patrick Cole and Nomvelo Mkhize (Council of GeoScience);  Murray Hunter (ALT Advisory);  Richard Ngamita (Threats Civic Tech Research Lab); Francis P. Crawley (CODATA International Data Policy Committee (IDPC)); Viola Ochola ( Director, Access to Information in the Office of the Ombudsman, Kenya); Lydia Gachungi (Regional Adviser, CI, UNESCO Liaison Office to AU and UNECA). Dr Stephen Moore, Director of Coastal Artificial Intelligence - Center for Artificial Intelligence Research; Rosemary Okello-Orlale- Director of Africa Media Hub at Strathmore University Business School.
Links shared:
https://aosp.org.za/about-us/
https://www.belmontforum.org/cras#arc
https://thraets.org/it-is-becoming-impossible-to-do-internet-research/ 
https://thraets.org/israeli-gas-kenyan-tears-investigating-israel-supplied-riot-control-agents-used-in-the-kenya-demonstrations/ 
https://codata.org/
6-7 November 2024 at the African Union HQ, Global Conference to commemorate the 10th International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists. Theme: Safety of Journalists in Crises and Emergencies.

2.      Approval of previous minutes
Agreed.

3. Report back on the Alliance and International Day for Universal Access to Information
· Hlengiwe Dube has drafted the statement that will be presented and adapted in Accra during the UNESCO Global Conference on Access to Information for the International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI), She has shared the statement with several organisations for input. However, getting the input is rather challenging. The statement captures the importance of access to data and its intersection with access to information, and sustainable development. Access to data is a crucial pillar to the realisation of ATI in addition to the realisation of other human rights. 
· Alliance subgroups are invited to add comments/make input into the statement drafted by Hlengiwe before it is finalised and presented in Accra. Also, to add specific stakeholder quotes to the document.
· Suggestion the document will be shared and Alliance members can make contributions by commenting on the existing draft. The deadline for this is 21 August 2024.
· Edet and Hlengiwe will be representing the Alliance at the UNESCO IDUAI conference, at the time of the meeting, another slot for an Alliance representative was available and if anyone was interested, they should reach out to Guy. 

4. Report back on activity around ATI and data (Mukelani Dimba)
· ANIC has not yet started working on policy issues, the IDUAI event is the next big activity on the calendar.
· The Programme of Action will be developed during this time. The International conference of Information Commissioners will be held in June in Sierra Leone, it will require a lot of support from the ATI champions across the continent.
· A Course on Right to Information in Africa is starting today. (Gilbert Sendugwa, Africa Freedom of Information Centre) 
· The free online couse on Media and Digital Policy in Africa, that includes data issues, is available. There are 2 x 4 week courses, each with 4 modules that take between 3-5 hours a week. It is offered by the University of Stellenbosch in association with the Namibia Media Trust. 
· 
5.            Report-back on approach to ACHPR and rapporteur (Edet Ojo, Izak Minnaar) 
- Izak has spoken to the Special Rapporteur and she proposed that a side event or pre-event can be arranged at the next meeting of the ACHR. This is a prerequisite prior to this being officially discussed.
· Edet has been in contact with the SR, any event during September will not work. We can have the meeting in October or early next year. Guy requested that Edet starts with the resolution, Edet will lead but he raised caution mentioning that another group was initially proposed to draft the resolution, and agreed to pursue with these members if they are still interested. 
· Hlengiwe recommended that the SR has to have a pre-briefing before she submits the Resolution. (Engaging with her on  this, in addition to providing a briefing and exchange of perspectives). A small document should be developed in addition to the oral briefings. 

6.            Report back on taking forward the work by subgroup on Data and Elections (Liz Orembo on activity supported by Cipesa) 
· Researchers will be contracted for this, to build on the work that has already been done.

7.      Report back on subgroup on Media and data (Churchill Otieno; Izak Minnaar)
· Postponed to the next meeting  
· WAN IFRA digital media summit in Nairobi in Sept will include Churchil and Izak, with AAAD potentially listed as one of the issues – Izak. 

8.      Report back on developing a subgroup on Data literacy (Rosemary Okello Orlale); 
· Postponed to the next meeting 
· Centre for Human Rights is offering a course on Data protection 16-20 Sept (MaryStella Simuyu)

8.      Fundraising report back and progress on website wireframe 
· Postponed to the next meeting 

9.      News and updates and upcoming events of interest to the Alliance: 
· Lydia announced the 6-7 November 2024 at the African Union HQ, Global Conference to commemorate the 10th International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists under the theme Safety of Journalists in Crises and Emergencies. Guy highlighted the strong data angle in regard to monitoring online attacks on African journalists. 
· Izak invited everyone to peruse and add their signature to an Op-Ed drafted in commemoration of the International Day of Universal Access to Information. The Op-ed highlights the urgency with which research on disinformation must be protected.
· 
10.  AOB 
· Digital Action has proposed a workshop session at Rightscon to take stock of data access globally during 2024 elections. If it is approved, they will provide a seat to the Alliance - Bulanda
· Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria will be having the third edition of our Advanced Human Rights Course (AHRC) on Data Protection in Africa (Course). The Course, consisting of 19 sessions, will be held from 16 - 20 September 2024
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