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Implementation advisory for Access to Information Stakeholders:  access to data and African standards.
This document comprises useful guides for three constituencies. The first guide is for Information Commissioners; the second for parliamentarians working in this area; the third for civil society working in this area. 
 This particular document is based on the recognition that data (both public and private) is increasingly a key driver of processes and developments. Data informs decisions - whether automated by algorithms, or made by humans, and data is the fuel of machine-learning AI. Access to data should incorporate issues of privacy, storage, security, ethical use, and sharing.
Therefore the focus below is on how actors (specifically ICs, MPs and civil society) can get a greater understanding of the role of data in regard to the standing ATI agenda. It pinpoints the actions needed to achieve this, elaborates on what these actions entail, and provides the reference point in a range of agreed pan-African and international standards. The three-part package can help stakeholders implement their mandate/mission in digital times, in alignment with these standards. 
The guidance note below elaborates on what African and international standards say about data accessibility in their respective sections. UNESCO suggests this could cover (1) the right to access, (2) eligibility of the requester, (3) requesting procedures, (4) exceptions, (5) sanctions and protections, and (6) proactivity/need for a digital requesting platform, etc. Additionally, guidance should help the three stakeholder groups on the issues where the right to privacy and the right to information intersect. This set of instruments can be complemented by more extensive research publications with more detail, and with capacity-building but here the focus is on short, easily digestible and action-oriented guidance. 
=
Specs:
2 or 3 page length of core guide, per stakeholder group (ICs, parliamentarians, civil society), plus Appendix in each case with details on relevant African standards.  To output in English and French. 
Actions by the coalition: to convene targeted webinars/roundtables in partnership with stakeholder groups (eg. ANIC, UNESCO), then to update/revise and finally seek a form of direct / indirect recognition from the ACHPR, and the 2024 global conference on the International Day for Universal Access to Information, Accra, 28 September.  The conference will also issue a statement (currently being led by UP Centre).
Timing: Feb/March – involving key partners including ANIC and UNESCO, completion of draft and possible presentation to [list of existing and proposed events needed]
 
==
A. Implementation guidelines for Information Access stakeholders (ICs)
Purpose and use of this guideline
Data, especially that used by social media,  is increasingly a key driver of processes and outcomes that are relevant to ATI. Data sets are used to inform decisions, whether automated by algorithms, or made by humans, and data is also the fuel of machine-learning AI that can generate content, target it, and create fake identity profiles . 
Therefore the focus here is on how African ICs can get a greater understanding of the role of data in a national election, so they can intervene as needed. It pinpoints the actions needed for this, elaborates on what these entail, and provides the legitimation in a range of agreed pan-African and international standards.
Key action points/opportunities for ICs:
1. Clarify how national situation/laws have implications for RTD  (example only, to be amended as needs be)
2. Share national good practices: to be elaborated
3. Communicate the results: Publicise findings from the first two actionables. 

What’s entailed in each Action point:
1. Point 1: to be elaborated < 300 words
2. Point 2: to be elaborated
3. Point 3: to be elaborated

4. Underlying foundations: (to be updated)
1. Principles and Guidelines on the Use of Digital and Social Media (AAEA)
2. Declaration of principles on freedom of expression and access to information in Africa.
3. Guidelines on Access to Information and Elections in Africa 
4. UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
5. UNESCO Guidelines for the governance of digital platforms: safeguarding freedom of expression and access to information through a multi-stakeholder approach
6. “Journalism and Elections in Times of Disinformation” Addis Ababa Declaration on World Press Freedom Day 2019
7. Malabo Convention
Anything else specifically? AU data policy framework? ; 
Annex: 
Relevant clauses from the Foundational documents (to be elaborated) for all 3 actionables for ICs.  

	
	Instrument
	Clause/s 

	Action 1: 
As per above
	AAEA Principles and Guidelines 
	

	
	Malabo Convention
	

	
	ACHPR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa, 2019

	

	
	ACHPR Guidelines on Access to Information and Elections in Africa, 2017
	

	
	The practical application of the Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights to the activities of technology
companies
(A/HRC/50/56)
	

	
	UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights
	 


	
	UNESCO African declarations at WPFD conference
	

	
	Other instruments to be added….
	

	Action 2
as per above
	
	 


	
	ACHPR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa, 2019
	

	
	ACHPR Guidelines on Access to Information and Elections in Africa, 2017
	

	
	Other instruments … 
	

	
	Addis Ababa Declaration
	

	Action 3: Communicate
	
	

	
	Model Law
	

	
	ACHPR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa, 2019
	




	
	ACHPR Guidelines on Access to Information and Elections in Africa, 2017
	

	
	Other instruments 
	

	
	UNESCO AFrican declarations on ATI
	

	
	UNESCO Guidelines for the governance of digital platforms: safeguarding FOE & ATI through a multi-stakeholder approach
	






B. Implementation Guidance For Parliamentarians in relation to ATI and ATD
Purpose and use of this guideline
Data, especially that used by social media,  is increasingly a key driver of processes and outcomes that are relevant to elections. Data sets serve to inform decisions- whether automated by algorithms, or made by humans, and data is also the fuel of machine-learning AI. 
Therefore the focus here is on how parliamentarians can get a greater understanding of the role of data in relation to ATI.  This will enable them to act as needed, such as in designing or revising laws, or in regard to their own practices. It pinpoints the actions needed for this, elaborates on what these entail, and provides the legitimation in a range of agreed pan-African and international standards.
Key action points/opportunities:
1. Assess the terrain of ATI and ATD: Hold public hearings on the subject (this is just indicative text)
2. Anything else: to be
3. Anything else again: 
What’s entailed in each Action point:
1. Assess: tbc (<300 words)
2.  Next point: tbc
3. Final key point: tbc.
Underlying foundations: (needs updating?)
1. Declaration of principles of freedom of expression and access to information in Africa.
2. Guidelines on Access to Information in Times of Elections
3. UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
4. UNESCO Guidelines for the governance of digital platforms: safeguarding freedom of expression and access to information through a multi-stakeholder approach

Annex: 
Relevant clauses from the Foundational documents

	Action 
	Instrument
	Clause/s 

	Action 1: Transparency
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Action 2: Empowerment 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Action 3: Keeping it clean
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






C. Implementation guide for civil society on data access  
Purpose and use of this guideline
Data, especially that used by social media,  is increasingly a key driver of processes and outcomes. . Data sets serve to inform decisions - whether automated by algorithms, or made by humans, and data is also the fuel of machine-learning AI. 
Therefore the focus here is on how African civil society (including academia) can get a greater understanding of the role of data and how national ATI regimes can be used or amended to advance ATD in both public and private sectors   It pinpoints the actions needed for this, elaborates on what these entail, and provides the legitimation in a range of agreed pan-African and international standards.
Key action points/opportunities for civil society: 
1. point 1 (to be decided)
2. point 2 (ditto)
3. point 3 (ditto)

What’s entailed in each action point:
1. Civil society constitutes an independent oversight role o 
2. Without compromising independence, civil society actors can optimise their data access, capacities and impact with structured relationships with ICs, government and the tech companies. 
3. Civil society has a key role to raise awareness of data-driven challenges and opportunities, to publicise their own data-based evidence widely, and to incorporate all this into capacity building programmes for various stakeholders. 

Underlying foundations:
1. Declaration of principles of freedom of expression and access to information in Africa.
2. Guidelines on Access to Information in Times of Elections
3. UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
4. UNESCO Guidelines for the governance of digital platforms: safeguarding freedom of expression and access to information through a multi-stakeholder approach
Annex: 
Relevant clauses from the Foundational documents 

	
	Instrument
	Clause/s 

	Action 1: tbc 
	
	

	
	Other instruments (to be added) …
	

	
	A 
	

	Action 2: TBC
	
	

	
	Next instruments
	

	Action 3: TBC
	
	

	
	Other instruments …
	

	
	UNESCO ATI Declaration in AFrica
	

	
	
	






